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PROCLAMATION No. 1179/2020 

A PROCLAMATRION TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

AMENDMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION 

PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS, the air craft accident and incident 

investigation bureau which used to be under 

Ethiopian Civil Aviation Authority has been 

established as a neutral body through Proclamation 

957/2016 in accordance with the standards and 

recommended practices in Annex 13 of the 

convention on international civil aviation; 
 

 

WHEREAS, it is required to amend Ethiopian 

Civil Aviation Proclamation No. 616/2008 in view of 

the dynamic nature of the aviation industry; 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE, in accordance with 

Article 55 (1) and (12) of the Constitution of the 

Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, it is hereby 

Proclaimed as follows. 
 

1.  Short Title 

This Proclamation may be cited as the “The Civil 

Aviation (Amendment) Proclamation No∙1179/ 2020.” 
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2. Amendment 

The Civil Aviation Proclamation No. 616/2008 is 

here by amended as follows: 
 

 

 

 

 1/ Sub-Article (1) of  Article 2 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (1) 
 

 

“1)  “Accident” means an occurrence associated 

with the operation of an aircraft which, in the 

case of a manned aircraft, takes place 

between the time a person boards the aircraft 

with the intention of flight until such time as 

all such persons have disembarked, or in the 

case of an unmanned aircraft, takes place 

between the time the aircraft is ready to 

move with the purpose of flight until such 

time as it comes to rest at the end of the 

flight and the primary propulsion system is 

shutdown, in which: 

a) except when the injuries are due to 

natural causes, self-inflicted or inflicted 

by acts of other persons, or when the 

injuries are to stowaways hiding 

outside the areas normally available to 

passengers and crew; a person is fatally or 

seriously injured as a result of: 

    (1) his being in the aircraft; 

     (2) his direct contact with the body or any 

part of the aircraft, including parts 

which have become detached from the 

aircraft; or 

  (3) his direct exposure to jet blast occurring 

from landing or takeoff or during taxi. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     b) an aircraft is deemed to have sustained 

damage or structural failure when: 
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(1) the structural strength, performance or 

flight characteristics of the aircraft is 

adversely affected.  

2/  the aircraft would normally require major 

repair or replacement of the affected 

component, except when the damage is limited 

to a single engine including its cowlings or 

accessories, to propellers, wing tips, antennas, 

probes, vanes, tires, brakes, wheels, fairings, 

panels, landing gear doors, windscreens; the 

aircraft skin such as small dents or puncture 

holes, or for minor damages to main rotor 

blades, tail rotor blades, landing gear; and 

those resulting from hail or bird strike like 

holes in the Aircraft. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “c) the aircraft is missing or is completely 

inaccessible.” 
 

 

 

 

2/ Sab-Article  (3) of Article 2 is deleted and 

replace by the following new Sub-Article (3). 
 

 

 

 

 

“3/ “Aerodrome” means defined area on land or 

water including any buildings, installations 

and equipment intended to be used either 

wholly or in part for the arrival, departure 

and surface movement of aircraft.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/ Sub-Article (5) of Article 2 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (5). 
 

 

 

 

“5/ “Aircraft” means any machine that can 

derive support in the atmosphere from the 

reactions of the air with itself other than 

the reactions of the air against the earth’s 

surface.” 
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4/ Sub-Article (6) of Article 2 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (6). 
 

 

 

 

“6/ “Aircraft Engine” means a unit used or 

intended to be used for aircraft 

propulsion which consists of at least 

those components and equipment 

necessary for functioning and control, but 

excludes the propeller or rotors when  

applicable.” 

5/ Sub-Article (28) of Article 2 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (28). 
 

 

 

 

 

“28/ “General Aviation operation” means an 

aircraft operation other than 

commercial air transport or an aerial 

work operation.” 
 

6/ Sub-Article (32) of Article 2 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (32) 
 

 

“32/  “Aerodrome Operator” means any 

person, organization or enterprise 

engaged in planning, constructing and 

operation of an aerodrome. 
 

7/ Sub-Article (34) of Article 2 is deleted and 

replace by the following new Sub-Article (34) 

“34/ “Spare Part” means a component used for 

the replacement or repair of aircraft bodies 

including engines and propellers.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8/ The following new Sub-Article (39) is added 

after Sub-Article (38) of the Proclamation 

and the existing subsequent Sub-Articles (39) 

to (46)are renumbered as Sub-Articles (40) to  

(47): 
 

 

“39/“Surveillance “means detecting the position 

of aircraft using radar and other detecting 

equipment(s) for the purpose of air traffic 

control. 
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9/ Sub-Article (44) of article 2 as reshuffled is 

deleted and replaced by the following new 

Sub-Article (44). 
 

 

“44/ “Ministry or Minister” means Ministry or 

Minister of Transport.” 

 

 

 

 

 

10/ Sub-Articles (3) of Article 3 is deleted. 
 

 

 

11/ Sub-Articles (3) and (4) of Article 10 are deleted 

and replaced by the following new Sub-Articles 

(3) and  (4). 
 

 

 

“3/ To ensure airport safety & security: 

 a)  Check and approve designs of aerodrome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      b)  Inspect, certify, license and regulate 

aerodromes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“4/   Provide air traffic services, communication, 

navigation and surveillance services, and 

aeronautical information services within the 

Ethiopian airspace, and as deemed 

necessary outside Ethiopian airspace.” 

12/ Sub-Article (15) of  Article 10 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (15). 
 

 

 

“15/ Collect fees and charges for Air Navigation 

services according to international civil 

aviation convention and rules; further collect 

fees and charges for flight safety, inspection, 

control and follow up any other services from 

operators and airports enterprise based on 

approved tariff by the Council of Ministers.”   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13/ The following new Sub-Articles (17 to 33) 

are added after Sub-Article (16) of Article 

10; and Sub-Articles(17-19) of Article 10 

are renumbered  as Sub-Articles (34) to (36) 

respectively.” 
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“17/ The Authority shall grant licenses to those 

individuals engaged in handling and 

forwarding of dangerous goods by air upon 

meeting the established criteria; renews 

and suspends license for good cause; and 

revokes the license that it granted wherever 

appropriate.” 

“18/ Exemptions from Regulations, Directives 

and Standards: 
 

 

 

 

a)  The Authority may grant exemptions for a 

limited period of time upon an application by 

an operator, a licensee or a certificate holder or 

a holder of any authorization, as the case may 

be, with respect to application of any 

procedure, directives or order issued by the 

Authority provided that the applicant has put in 

place an alternative means of compliance 

thereof. 
 

 

 

b) Exemptions granted in accordance with 

Paragraph (a) herein above shall be in writing 

specifying the time when the aviation service 

provider is expected to fully comply with the 

requirements of the Authority and the period 

within which the exemption shall cease to be 

effective, provided that the duration of any 

such exemption shall not exceed six months.” 
 

 

 

 

“19/ Negotiate and sign air services agreements 

with Contracting States and Aeronautical 

Authorities upon delegation by the competent 

authority and in accordance with the law.” 
 

“20/ Approve flight schedules both of winter and 

summer seasons for air lines operating scheduled 

flight services to and from Ethiopia.” 
 

 

 

 

“21/ Determine, in consultation with the 

appropriate organ, the land use within and 

around the vicinity of the airports.” 
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“22/ Establish National Aviation Safety Program in 

accordance with international and regional 

aviation safety standards and recommended 

practices as are practicable and acceptable to 

Ethiopia; and execute same when approves by 

the Ministry.” 

“23/ Supervise, follows up and inspect the proper 

implementation of Aviation Safety 

Management System in all aviation service 

providers.” 

“24/ Develop, amend, National Air Transport 

Facilitation Program and implement same 

when approved by the Ministry.” 
 

 

 

 

“25/ Develop execution manuals for Airport 

Facilitation Program and Implement same. 
 

 

 

 

 

“26/ Ensure through audit and inspection that 

standards and accepted practices enshrined in 

the Convention and properly implemented; and 

forward the performance reports to the 

Ministry, the National Air Transport 

Facilitation Committee and other concerned 

organs.”  
 

 

“27/ Initiates National policies concurrent with the 

civil aviation facilitation; propose 

recommendations; execute same when 

approved by the competent organ.” 

“28/ Review and approve Airport Facilitation 

Program.” 

“29/ Consistent with the national aviation security 

programs, develop, execute, and review air 

navigation services and aviation security 

programs.” 
 

 

 

 

“30/ Issue certificate to all air lines operators and 

crew members registered in Ethiopia.” 
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“31/ Provide training, research and consulting 

services in relation to aviation industries.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“32/ Determines the rules under which ground 

handling services are provided and regulate 

same.” 

“33/ Notwithstanding the provisions of Sub-

Article (1) of Article 3 and in accordance 

with article 83 BIS of the Chicago 

Convention, and based on agreements with 

the relevant foreign aeronautical authority: 
 

a) The Authority may transfer its duties and 

functions in whole or in part to another 

country regarding an aircraft registered in 

Ethiopia under the Convention and operating 

in such other state on lease, charter, 

interchange of aircraft or any similar 

arrangement. 

b) Regarding aircraft registered in another state 

under the Convention, which is being operated 

in Ethiopia on lease, charter or any similar 

arrangement, the Authority may accept the 

duties and functions, in whole or in part, of the 

state of registry of the aircraft.” 
 

 

 

 

 

c)The Authority may recognize third party 

agreements containing responsibilities of the 

Aeronautical Authorities of State of the Operator 

in exercising transferred duties and functions 

provided that the third party States have ratified 

Article 83 BIS of the Chicago Convention and 

that it has been informed of the transfer. 

14/ The following new Sub-Article (5) is added 

after Sub-Article (4) of Article 34. 

“5/ The Authority may, where the following 

circumstances occur, order the closure of 

an aerodrome operator when: 
 

a)  The aerodrome is unsuitable for 

airplanes to land and/or take off;  
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b) The findings of the inspector of the 

Authority confirm that the aerodrome 

is unsuitable for the movement of an 

aircraft; 

c) It fails,upon successive recommendations, 

to rectify its safety issues.” 
 

 

 

 

15/ Sub-Article (1) of Article 39 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (1). 
 

 

“1/ Any pilot in command of an aircraft 

crossing or flying in the Ethiopian airspace 

shall strictly observe the air routes 

designated by the authority or cleared by 

the air traffic controller; and shall refrain 

from flying to or in a non-fly zone; limited 

flight zone or territories designated as 

dangerous.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16/ The title of Article 50 of the Proclamation 

“Air traffic service” is deleted and replaced 

by the phrase “Air navigation Service”. 
 

17/ The title of Article 53 of the proclamation is 

deleted and replaced by the phrase “Certificate 

and License Required” and after the phrase 

“operating license “under  Sub-Articles (1), (2), 

(4) and (5) of Article 53the phrase “Certificate or 

other legal documents” is added. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18/ Sub-Article (3) of Article 53 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (3). 
 

“3/ The Authority shall review and issue 

license, certificate or other legal documents 

to the applicant where it finds satisfactorily 

that the applicant is ready to operate an 

aerodrome in accordance with this 

Proclamation, Regulations and Directives 

issued as per the Proclamation.” 
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19/ Sub-Article (6) of Article 53 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (6). 
 

 

 

“6/ The Authority may, with a view to 

enforcing the provisions of this 

Proclamation, Regulations, Directives 

and orders issued as per the 

Proclamation, suspend or cancel 

aerodrome operating license, certificates 

or other legal documents.” 

20/ The phrase “Private Air Transport License” 

under Sub-Article (1) paragraph (c) of Article 

60 is deleted and replaced by the phrase 

“General Aviation Operation License.”  
 

 

21/ Sub-Article (4) of Article 60 is hereby repealed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

22/ Sub-Article (1) of Article 70 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new Sub-Article (1) 

“1/An airline operator shall be liable for 

damages caused due to its aircraft or 

operation, or person in the aircraft, or 

objects falling from the aircraft, or parts of 

the aircraft and causing a fatal or physical 

injury on third party, damages to property or 

the environment.” 

 

 

 

23/ Sub-Article (1) paragraph (b) of Article 72 is 

deleted and replaced by the following new Sub-

Article (1). 
  

 

 

 

“b) Where found using prohibited electronic devices 

during flight shall be punished with a penalty of 

not exceeding Fifty Thousand Birr or not 

exceeding One Year Imprisonment or both.” 
 

 

 

 

 

24/ The following new Sub-Articles (3) and (4) are 

added after Sub-Article (2) of Article 72. 
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“3/ Whoever intentionally discharges a lesser 

emission or other type of radiation towards 

an aircraft in flight and diverts the 

navigation of the aircraft from its normal 

route or exposes the aircraft to an accident 

or incident shall be punished with a 

rigorous imprisonment of not exceeding 

Ten Years.” 

“4/ whoever commits the offense stated under 

Sub-Article (3) above negligently, the 

penalty shall be a rigorous imprisonment 

not exceeding Four Years.” 
 

 

25/ Sub-Article (1) of Article 78 is deleted and 

replaced by following new Sub Article (1). 
 

 

 

1/ any foreign civil article operator who 

violates the provisions of article 40 (1) or 

(2) of the proclamation shall be liable to 

fine up to Birr five million. 

26/ Sub article (2) of Article 78 is deleted and 

replaced by the following new sub-Article (2). 
 

 

2/ “any civil aircraft operator other than 

person conducting an operation in 

commercial air transport, aerodrome 

operator, aviation training school, aircraft 

maintenance organization, aircraft owner 

or hire, or aviation personnel who violate 

any provision of this proclamation or 

regulations, directives or orders issued 

hereunder shall, depending on the gravity 

of violation, be liable to affine of not less 

Birr Three Hundred Thousand and not 

exceeding Birr Four Hundred Thousand” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27/ Sub-Article (3) of Article (78) is deleted 

and replaced by the following new Sub 

Article (3).  
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3/ “any civil aircraft operator conducting an 

operation in commercial transport who 

violates any Proclamation or Regulations, 

Directives or orders issued hereunder shall, 

depending on the gravity of violation, be 

liable to a fine not less than Birr Four 

Hundred Thousand and not exceeding Birr 

Five Hundred Thousand. 
 

 

 

 

3. Effective Date 
 

 

This Proclamation shall enter into force up on the 

date of publication in the Federal Negarit Gazette. 
 

 

 

 

 

Done at Addis Ababa, this 24
th
 day of March, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAHLEWOREK   ZEWDE 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL  DEMOCRATIC 

REPUBLIC OF ETHIOPIA 
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